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he had three large armies roving at large over the
kingdom. The Cornish army, victorious and nume-
"rous, had beaten Waller, secured and fortified Exeter,
which the queen had made her residence, and was
there delivered of a daughter, the princess Henrietta
Maria, afterwards duchess of Orleans, and mother of
the duchess dowager of Savoy, commonly known in
the French style by the title of Madam Royal. They
had secured Salisbury, Sherborn castle, Weymouth,
Winchester, and Basing-house, and commanded the
whole country, except Bridgewater and Taunton,
Plymouth and Lynn; all which places they held
blocked up. The king was also entirely master of
all Wales, Monmouthshire, Cheshire, Shropshire,
Staffordshire, Worcestershire, Oxfordshire, Berk-
shire, and all the towns from Windsor up the
Thames to Cirencester, except Reading and Henley;
and of the whole Severn, except Gloucester.

The earl of Newcastle had garrisons in every
strong place in the north, from Berwick upon Tweed,
to Boston in Lincolnshire, and Newark upon Trent,
Hull only excepted, whither the lord Fairfax and
his son sir Thomas were retreated, their troops
being routed and broken, sir Thomas Fairfax, his
baggage, with his lady and servants, taken prisoners,
and himself hardly escaping.

And now a great council of war was held in the
king's quarters, what enterprise to go upon; and
it happened to be the very same day when the par-
liament were in a serious debate what should become
of them, and whose help they should seek? And
indeed they had cause for it; and had our counsels
been as ready and well grounded as theirs, we had
put an end to the war in a month's time.

In this council the king proposed the marching
to London, to put an end to the parliament, and
encourage his friends and loyal subjects in Kent,